‘7 
+ 
‘ 
a 
ee 
‘ 


ACPA Newsletter 


PUBLICATION OF THE AMERICAN CATHOLIC PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 


Vol. II, No. 4. July 1952 


at 


Dr. William A. Kelly, Chairman of the Committee on Elections, announces that, 
5 a result of the nominations held in the Spring of the year, the following members of 
he ACPA have been nominated for office, and have signified their acceptance of the 
omination: 


OUTCOME OF THE NOMINATIONS 


For President-Elect For Board of Directors 
Rev. Charles A. Curran Dr. William A. Kelly 

Rev. Paul HK. Furfey Dr. Katherine G. Keneally 
Rev. Vincent V. Merr, S.J. Brother R. Philip, F.S.C. 


For Executive Secretary 

Rev. William C. Bier, S.J. 
: As is evident, there is only ome nominee for the office of Executive 
pcretary. This situation arose when the Chairman of the Committee on Elections, after 
Ding through in order the next seven persons nominated for this office, was unable to 
ind anyone who was willing to accept the nomination. The difficulty created by this 
ircumstance has been partially met by providing for a write-in vote on the election 
allot. Election ballots were mailed on the first of this month to all constituent 
pmbers. These ballots must be returned to the Chairman of the Committee on Elections 
yr August first in order to be counted. The results of the election will be announced 
, the annual meeting. 


SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING 


; The annual meeting of the Association, as announced in the May issue of the 
SLETTER, will be held in Washington, D. C., on Sunday, August 3lst. The host for the 

eting will be the Catholic University of America, and the meeting will take place on | 

he University Campus. The program of the meeting will be found enclosed with this issue 
the NEWSLETTER. The arrangement of the program is due to the consistent efforts of 

tv. James F. Moynihan, S.J., the Chairman of the Committee on Program, and for the 

bcal arrangements we are indebted to Dr. Katherine G. Keneally, assisted by Mr. Edward 

, Stefic and Miss Catherine Corcoran. 


We invite your attention to the following points relative to the meeting: 


) New plan for the meeting. The plan for this year's meeting departs from previous pat- 
rns in two respects. We are for the first time, in response to the request of a number 
"our members, expanding the meeting into a full day's assembly, with a morning and 
‘afternoon session. This year also, no formal panel has been organized, and the morn- 

g sessions are being devoted to informal discussions of problems fronting Catholic 

skers in the various fields of psychology. Discussion leaders have been secured from 

yng our members in each of the three fields, but the discussions in each area will be what 
1 make them. Pick your area of interest and come prepared to introduce something which 
sents you with a problem in your work and about which you would like to benefit from 
soe eaice a and advice of co-workers in the field, who share your interests and your 


nental viewpoint. 


i 
} pecial Mass. It will be seen from the program that the morning session is 


= ore 
scheduled to start at ten o'clock. We did not this 
year schedule a Mass on the morning of the meeting, 
as has usually been done in the past and as we shou 
like to develop into a regular practice, because of 
the difficulty of doing so on a Sunday morning with 
the regular schedule of Sunday Masses. An additions 
reson was the expectation that many of our members 
| might be reaching Washington only on the morning of 
the meeting (since the latter this year precedes the 
APA convention), and in that event would not arrive 
in time for Mass. It was considered that even those 
arriving that morning could make a meeting beginni 
at ten o'clock. ; 
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(3) No special arrangements for Nuns. Catholic University is unique as having associated — 
with it so many Religious Houses. In view of this fact, no special arrangements were made 

this year to provide living accommodations for the Nuns who would be attending our meeting - 
and the general APA sessions. } 


(4) Luncheon Reservations. The regular dining facilities at Catholic University will be : 
closed at the time of our meeting, and this circumstance has made it necessary for us to © 
bring in a caterer for the luncheon. In order to keep the price for the luncheon within © 
reasonable limits, the local Committee has arranged for a buffet luncheon. We think that — 
the more informal atmosphere of this type luncheon may also better serve our purpose of 
employing the time of the annual meeting to become better acquainted. The regular members — 
of the Association will find a reservation card for the luncheon enclosed with the current — 
issue of the NEWSLETTER. Since we will need to know the number of persons who will attend 
the luncheon, will you cooperate by returning the reservation card in good time? We must — 
set the deadline for the receipt of these reservations as the Tuesday before the meeting, is 
i.e. August 26th. The charge for the luncheon will be $2.20, and we will arrange to collec 
this amount at the door. . J 


(5) Visitors welcome. Visitors have always been welcome, both at our meetings, and at 
the luncheon. This invitation is extended, of course, to NEWSLETTER subscribers who may be 
in the Washington vicinity at that time. The only request we would make is that such pers 

intending to partake of the luncheon, make advance reservations either by contacting one of 
the members of the committee on local arrangements, or, if it is easier, by dropping a post 
card to the Executive Secretary. : 


APA CONVENTION 


The reason for holding the Association meeting in Washington at that particular 
time is to make it possible for our members also to attend the APA convention which will ta 
place in Washington from Monday, September lst through Saturday, September 6th. We would — 
certainly urge our members who come to attend our own meeting to remain for at least a pa " 
of this convention. Our constituent members will find the preliminary information about 
the APA convention in the April AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGIST, which contains both an advance re- — 
gistration form and an application for Hotel Reservations. The APA convention headquarters 
be at the Statler Hotel, 16th and K Streets, N.W., and all meetings will be at the Statler 
and the Mayflower Hotels, the latter being located at Connecticut Avenue and DeSales Place, 
N.W., a very short distance from the headquarters. A group of Washington hotels have agree 
to reserve rooms for persons attending the APA Convention. If you want a reservation in 
of these hotels write to the APA Housing Bureau, 204 Evening Star Building, Washington 4, I 
In making reservations, indicate that you are attending the APA convention, and , if possi 
apply with a room-mate, since most rooms are for double or multiple occupancy. The sooner 
you are able to attend to your hotel reservations the better. 


NEWS BRIEFS 


ABOUT THE GUILD OF CATHOLIC PSYCHIATRISTS: At their meeting in Atlantic City 
May 13th, the Guild ammended its constitution to provide for associate members. To be ~ 
eligible such members must be approved by the Credentials Committee, but all qualified 


~, 
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embers in allied fields will be accepted. The dues for associate members are $5.00 per 
ear. The Guild intends to issue its Bulletin twice a year. The subscription price is 
4.00 per year. 


; ABOUT THE PLANS OF PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENTS: Rev. J. Leycester Kings S.Je, dis- 
inguished English psychologist, is currently in this country to lecture at two our 
merican Catholic Universities, under the spmsorship of their psychology departments. 
tather King is professor of psychology,Heythrop College; lecturer in the Institute of 
ducation, University of London; Fellow of the British Psychological Society; Foreign 
ssociate of the American Psychological Associatiom; and President, Internatioal Catholic 
ongress for Psychiatry and Psychotherapy. Father King is lecturing this summer at Fordham 
Se eee and for the fall semester he will lecture at ig ke University, Chicago.... 
cting director of the new Marquette University depar tment psychology will be LeRoy A. 
fauck, currently lecturer in the department of education and staff member of the Marquette 


idan ce center. 


ABOUT INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS: The names of two of our members appeared on the 

PA election ballot this Spring. Miss Mary Brantly was a nominee for member-at-large of 
he Executive Committee in the Divisim of School Psychologists, and Dr. Harry V. McNeill 
as a nominee for the same post in the Division of Clinical and Abnormal Psychology.... 
r, Annette Walters, Chairman of the department af psychology at the College of St. 
atherine, has been awarded a Fulbright research fellowship to Louvain University, and 
ails for Europe on September 12th.... The New Jersey Psychological Associatim held its 
pring meeting on May 10th at Stevens Institute of Technology. Dr. Joseph G. Phelan, 
ssistant Director of the Laboratory of Psychological Studies of Stevens Institute, and 
ember of the Executive Committee of the N.J.P.A. and editor of its NEWSLETTER, was host 
t the meeting.... has transferred from the University of Pennsylvania 
© accept a post as research psychologist with the Personnel Research Section, AGO, Wash- 
ngton.... Dr. Helen BE. Peixotto, Dr, Katherine G. Keneally, and §r, Michael of the Cross, 
.W. presented papers at the workshop on "Special Education of the Exceptional Child," 
eld at Catholic University from June 13 to 2). The special problem considered was the 
arge number of handicapped children seeking admission to parochial schools.... At the 
oint spring meeting of the Kansas amd Missouri Psychological Associations, Dr. Walter L, 
il Chairman of the department of psychology at St. Louis University, was elected 
resident-elect of the Missouri Society for 1953-5).... Dr, Joseph F. Kubis, Association 
resident, and wit Lawrence Josephs F.M.S. addressed PSI LAMBDA, the Psychological Society 
f Manhattan College, on the evening of May lth on the subject of guidance. Chairman of 
he meeting was Dr, Fabian L, Rouke.... Dr, Elizabeth M. Kelly, Director of Special 
ducation in Newark and Chairman of the New Jersey Conference on the Education of, the 
amdicapped, presided at the Spring meeting of the Associatiom, held May 13th at Newark 
tate Teachers College. Dr. Beatrice Le Craft, Chief Psychologist of Jersey City’schools, 
s on the Committee for Clinical Services of the same Conference.... Rev. Joseph G. 

egan, S.J., chairman of the department of psychology at Fordham University, has been 
cena assistant dean of the graduate school. Father Keegan will continue as head of the. 
sychology department.... Dr. Willian C. Cottle, of the Guidance Bureau of the University 
f Kansas, has bem advanced from the rank of associate professor to professor.... Seattle 
niversity's summer school has Rev. Louis B. Snider, S.J. of Loyola University, Chicago, 
n its visiting faculty.... The first meeting of Catholic Psychologists in the Pacific 
orthwest was held at Portland, Oregon, on May 10th in connection with a joint meeting of 
he Oregon and Washington State Psychological Associations, The Department of Psychology 
f the University of Portland was host for the meeting. Rev. Willian A. Botzum, C,5.C., 
f the University of Portland, handled the local arrangements. The main topic of dis- 
ussion was the formation of intercollegiate student conferences on psychology to be held 
; various Catholic colleges in the Northwest.... Dr has recently trans- 

red from Cushing V.A. Hospital, where she was clinical psychologist, to assume the 

ition of chief psychologist at the V.A. Mental Hygiene Unit at Lowell, Massachusetts. 


, BOOK REVIEW SECTION 


ubertans, George P., S.J. THE PHILOSOPHY OF HUMAN NATURE (Rev. Ed.) St. Louis: The 
° Modern Schoolman, St. Louis Univ., 1951. Pp. vii + 193. $3.00 


Pi 


The above work is intended as an undergraduate text-book in philosophic psy- 
chology. In format, it approaches a digest of lecture notes. There are two columns to tk 
page and the binding is loose-leaf. It is the author's expressed purpose to bring to his 
chosen field the benefits of the Thomistic revival. 


There are three natural divisions to the book. The first thirteen chapters 
are devoted to the materials of the course proper. Chapter XIV digests the conclusions of 
“the preceding chapters and integrates these with an analysis of the place of man in the 
universe. An appendix of 27 pages contains critical digests of eight rival philosophic 
systems, as well as a more lengthy discussion of a number of related topics than the con- 
tinuity of the text would permit. 


_ Throughout the work, topics are premted first discursively. Formal defini- 
tions of terms and syllogistic proofs are reserved for the close of the chapter. Such an 
arrangement seems pedagogically sound. A list of selected readings is appended to each ch 
ter. The choice of readings is excellent. The author's comments on each should be extren 
helpful to the student. The metaphysical aspects of the subject-matter are stressed throu 
out. A minimum of attention is devoted to the empirical or experiential aspects. 


The following positions taken by the author may be of interest to teachers 
selecting this text: ; 


An essential distinction between living and non-living bodies is 
maintained (p. 26). The essential superiority of the living body is 
not specifically established. ’ 

Knowing activity is said to be more perfect than vegetative (p. 34). 
Whether this superiority is one of kind is not stated. 

By reason of the unity of the substantial form of the living body, 
"less complex beings" are said to have only a virtual existence within it. 
eae sig is said to have a "virtual presence” in the living human body. 

pe 13). 
All souls, vegetative, animal and human, are held to be inextended. 
_ (Appendix M) 

Making due allowance for Providence, the possibility of the evolution- 
ary development of the many kinds of living bodies (including the body, but 
not the soul, or man) from a very few, or perhaps only one living ancestor, 
is defended as philosophically tenable. (Appendix N) 


In conclusion it should be stated that the book is readable, well organized, 
and liberally documented. The vastness of the field makes necessary both limitation of 
topics and selection of emphasis if text-book proportions are to be reached. It is to 
be expected that there will be difference of opinion as to the best way to achieve this. 
Such difference of opinion will extend to the present work. From the point of view of 
its professed Thomistic background, its somewhat unusual organization, and its rather 
extensive bibliographical materials, Father Kluberantz' work makes an interesting addi- 
tion to available texts for undergraduate courses in philosophic psychology. 


Manhattanville College of The Sacred Heart John G. O'Hara, Ph.D. 
New York, N.Y. ; 


Watson, Robert I. THE CLINICAL METHOD IN PSYCHOLOGY. New York: Harper and Bros., 1951. 
Pos xi, +. 779s $5. 
The present book has been integrated with Watson's previously edited "Read- . 
ings in the Clinical Method of Psychology," "so that different tests may be supplemented w: 
the original contributions by recognized experts." It is divided into three main sectio 


In the first, the author gives a brief but carefully considered discussion 
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he clinical method. Here he touches briefly on the origin of the clinical method 
ychology and the settings in which it is employed. At the same time stress is placed 
he need for training in the scientific as well as the clinical method. 


q 
| 
entire book. This section might have been divided into two parts, the early chapters 
ting the nature of diagnostic appraisal, and the latter ones discussing the test in- 
ments themselves. These early chapters which, according to the author, are pitched 

somewhat “lower, more static level" are nevertheless extremely well done and furnish 
nderstanding of material very important to the clinician. 


The second section, "Diagnostic Appraisal," comprises almost two-thirds of 


i The tests which Watson examines are discussed rather thoroughly, the author 
ng diagnostic indicators and the findings of research with each of the instruments. 
pends most time with the Wechsler-Bellevue Intelligence Scale, and the Thematic Ap- 
eption test, which, of the tests discussed, are perhaps the most widely employed in 
clinical setting. However, many of the popular projective tests are omitted, notably 
Rorschach. The primary reason for this omission, according to the author, is that 
ould otherwise have expanded the book beyond the point of practicability. An addi- 
al volume is contemplated for this purpose. 


The third section of the book gives a systematic presentation of psychotherapy 
h is directed primarily toward clinical psychologists. The author covers the psy- 
herapeutic approaches in an objective manner, in the main avoiding critical analysis 
use "the reader should be allowed first to become somewhat familiar with psycho- 
apy before he is bewildered by manifold criticisms." 


As a whole, the book gives a well rounded coverage of the clinical method in 
hology. It serves as an excellent guide for training purposes and will be referred 
requently in the clinical setting. The author might have included one chapter on 
arch in clinical psychology. This book is one of the best that has been published 
he subject in recent years and shall prove an invaluable contribution to psychology. 


Army Hospital J. John Vaccaro, Ph.D. 
) Atterbury, Ind. 


ett, Henry E. GREAT EXPERIMENTS IN PSYCHOLOGY (3rd Ed.) New York: Appleton-Century- 
Crofts, 1951; Pp. xvii + 358. $3.50. 


Every instructor in introductory psychology is aware of the importance of 
ring representative collateral reading. Unless the sophomore is given some acquain- 
e with a variety of points of view, he is all too prone to accept the conclusion that 
hology has been developed from only one point of view, the instructor's. To supply 
need for "outside reading” a number of compilations has been assembled, one of the 
st of which is Garrett's GREAT EXPERIMENTS, now in its third edition. In his preface 
his edition Garrett writes, "For many beginning students it will be their chief and 
aps only acquaintance with the experimental foundations of modern psychology." He 
ifies the implied adequacy of the book for this purpose in his explanation that in 
sing the book he followed the plan of the earlier edition "beginning with a classical 
riment upon a fundamental psychological problem and then bringing the treatment down 
ate." He also feels the book could be used for the more advanced students as a quick 
ew of fundamental research. 


| It is the present writer's considered opinion that the book is better used 

the second purpose than the first. It does furnish a handy compendium of many im- 

unt experiments that stand as landmarks in the development of modern psychology. If 
tudent has already seen reports of these in the original and has familiarized himself 
‘the widely different theoretical positions leld by their several authors, he can use 


ook intelligently. 


‘There are several reasons why the book does not recommend itself for use w: 
beginning students, particularly if this is to be their only supplementary reading. The 
perspective one gets from Garrett is limited in two respects: one concerns the data in- 
cluded, the other the point of view from which it is presented. 


The sample of the material offered is heavily weighted with pioneer ex- 
periments and minimizes the reports of the last twenty years. Considering the enor- 
mous increase in range of problems studied as well as the improvement in techniques, thi 
is a serious defect. Thus, the Army Alpha is treated extensively; no mention is made of 
the newer development in intelligence testing in terms of primary mental abilities. 
Franz and Lashley's early work on brain localization occupies almost an entire chapter ; 
the recent and fruitful interest in the frontal lobes is represented by a one-page repor 
on the Columbia-Greystone project. The heredity-environment controversy is reviewed wit 
out benefit of any. of the work of the Davis and Havighurst group on cultural effects. T 
Juke and Kallikak story is presented in detail; the Wellman study is dismissed in a foot 
note. The most serious inadequacy appears in the selection of experiments on learning. 
This is probably one of the most live problems in the whole field at the present time. 
Yet Tolman's shift to cognitive factors in learning is omitted. Even the modern formula 
of Hull and Guthrie are virtually ignored. 


More serious than the unrepresentativeness of the material presented is the 
perspective from which it is viewed. The emphasis is on the statistical and normative 
view in psychology. In a day when concepts of "self" and "ego," of need-determined per- 
ceptions are beginning to entrench themselves in the thinking of the experimental as 
well as the clinical psychologist, one would wish to present the beginner with a more 
balanced introduction to the field. 


Seton. Hill College } . Sr. Maurice McManama 
Greensburg, Pa. 


Ficarra, Bernard J. A PSYCHOSOMATIC APPROACH TO SURGERY. New York: Froben Press, 
1951. Pp. 1+120. $4. 


The author's purpose in writing this book is not clearly discernible. To 
begin with, the title is a misnomer. It is reasonable to expect that an author would be 
obligated to consider the emotional factors which play a part in organic disorders which 
ultimately require surgery, and of the role of emotions with somatic components in the pc 
Operative care. In general these problems are overlooked. 


In this short book, the author attempts to cover a multitude of concepts in 
a meager amount of space. The frame of reference for his discussion is immediately ap- 
parent in Chapter I as he discusses "Current Iconoclastic Philosophies." He presents a 
rather morbid concept of current-day society in which the present-day man is depicted as 
a rather hedonistic, restless, rebellious, unhappy, and wretched creature. While these 
characteristics may describe many people, it is felt that the author has over-generalized 
in his inferences. 


Dr. Ficarra implies (p. 39) that repression is quite synonymous with adjust- 
ment. This viewpoint is directly contrary to the modern conceptions of psychotherapy and 
to the author's own statements on modern treatment of psychic disorders (p. 104). There 
is also fo ire ars that the author considers the emotionally upset individual as "men 
weak.” (p. 41). 


In chapter V, the author's rather brief discussion of "three main neurotic 
patterns" -- the dependent, the rebellious, and the emotionally detached -- appears overl 
simplified. The term 'character disorder’ is used as synonymous with neurosis (p. 63). 
chapters VI and VII the author discusses the psychopathology of the physiologic groups ea 
psychosomatic problems in surgery. An interesting discussion, in which the necessity f 
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ysician to know his patient as a whole individual is adequately pointed up, is 

ted under the general category of psychosomatic problems in surgery. Unfortunately, 
ms as though the author is really talking about anxiety created by situational stress 
nar of impending catastrophe rather than actual psychosomatic problems. The tension 
lated with the knowledge of having a colostomy or cancer could hardly be considered 
shosomatic problem. The equating of intelligence with emotional stability is erroneous 


In the chapter on the modern treatment of psychic disorders, the necessity of 
jering psychotherapy in a philosophical construct is again emphasized. The discussion 
mewhat ambiguous as the author immediately introduces ‘the concept of religion into 

sy and then distinguishes between religion and psychotherapy. He feels that psycho- 
by can onlyte effective on the "natural" level and that the final necessary “inte- 

on and wholeness" are brought about by the grace of God. In his discussion on psycho- 
oy and psychoanalysis, the author presents a good understanding of both of these 

iques and makes an excellent distinction between psychoanalysis as a method and 


lLosophy. 


The reviewer's feelings concerning this book are mixed. A critical attitude 
nitiated by the failure to find a discussion consistent with the title. Momentum 
ided to this attitude by a poorly -structured organizational framework within which 
ments, at times, seemed to be overgeneralizations and misconceptions of current dynamic 
ological and psychiatric principles. The attitude was ameliorated, however, by the 
r's discussions on the necessity for understanding the patient as a whole individual 
organic and functional characteristics; on the difference between supportive and 
r psychotherapy; on the distinction between a priest and a therapist; and on the 
rence between psychoanalysis as a method and a philosphy. 


It is felt that the naive psychological student may draw from this book 
mceptions which over-simplify the field of psychotherapy and psychosomatic con- 
die ahs 


ans Administration Hospital Edward J. McLaughlin, Ph.D. 
s-Barre, Pennsylvania — 


s, i W., Schneirla, T. C., Robinson, E. E., & Gilbert R. W. RECENT EXPERIMENTS IN 
PSYCHOLOGY (2nd ed.) New York: McGraw-Hill, 1950. Pp. xvii + 503. $3.50. 


The expressed purpose of the revised edition of "Recent Experiments in Psy- 
wy" like that of the original is "to make available to the college student and to the 
al reader investigations which are representative of the modern experimental treatments 
portant psychological topics." This edition differs from the original edition in that 
. new chapters have been added, and twelve of the earlier chapters have been extensively 


ed. 


The authors feel that the revised editionreflects three major trends in psy- 
gical interest and research which have become conspicuous since the first edition was 
shed. These are: experimentation in the area of perception; experimentation based on 
| theory and Gestalt concepts of organization; experimentation designed to verify the 


vic approach in psychopathology. 


It is believed that the selection of material in the area of physiological 
ology might have been improved had the authors extended the range of coverage by in- 
ing experimental studies on at least two other sensory modalities, e.g., olfaction and 
ion, as well as on vision. The chapter entitled, "Organic Nervous Diseases in Relation 

vior," seems superfluous and somewhat out of context when the difficulty level of 

le book is taken into consideration. The retention of the chapter dealing with the 
of the cat's responses to rodents and the chapter treating migration and the instinct 
» Virtually without revision, is regrettable. Research workers in the area of animal 
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behavior have contributed new insights on this and other problems since the appearance 
of the first edition. Lorenz's theory of releasers is an instance in point. It is al 
regrettable that experimental work on the higher mental processes in humans is represe' 
‘by only one chapter based on the work of N.R.F. Maier. Certainly, the investigations < 
Michotte, the Louvain savant, centered around "The Perception of Causality" are ies 
inclusion in any text which Houste of being "recent " and "representative." 


The present reviewer has used "Recent Experiments in Psychology" as suppl 
mentary reading material in the second half of a year lecture course in experimental ps} 
chology. He finds it to be an invaluable aid in carrying out the job of exemplifying 
novice the application of scientific method to psychological problems. At the same tim 
it performs a second job of supplying exact information concerning actual studies which 
been conducted in the attempt to provide tentative answers” to such problems. The twent: 
model experiments can easily be covered within the limits of a semester, and provide the 
further advantage of being easily adapted for classroom presentation by reason of sian 
organization, conciseness, and simplicity. | 
Manhattan College John V. ‘Quaranta 
New York, New York 


BOOKS RECEIVED FOR REVIEW AS OF JUNE 15, 1952 


Brrien, F. an PRACTICAL PSYCHOLOGY (Rev. Ed.). New York: Macmillan, 1952. -Pp. xv + 6h 
5.00 

Hartley, Eugene L. and Hartley, Ruth E. FUNDAMENTALS OF SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY. New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1952. Pp. xix + 740. $5.50. 

Thurstone, L. L. (ed.) APPLICATIONS OF PSYCHOLOGY. New York: Harper and Bros., 1952. 
x +209. $3.00 

Van der Veldt, James H. and Odenwald, Robert P. PSYCHIATRY AND CATHOLICISM. New York: 

McGraw-Hill, 1952. Pp. ix + 433. $5.00 
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